
YHS Rising freshman Parent 
Information  

Ms. Hicken: Class of 2025 & 2029
Mrs. Helbert: Class of 2026
Ms. LaVacca: Class of 2027

Ms. Benenhaley: Class of 2028



Graduation Requirements
● 4 English Credits
● 4 Math Credits (Algebra 1 and Geometry)
● 3 Science Credits (Biology)
● 3 Social Studies Credits ( World History, US History and US 

Govt ½ & Economics ½ )
● 1 Fine, Performing, Practical Art  or CTE Credit
● 1 HOPE Credit
● 7.5 Elective Credits
● .5 Personal Finance
● 2.0 Unweighted Grade Point Average (GPA)
● Successfully Pass All Required Testing 

○ Algebra 1 End of Course Exam 
○ 10th Grade Reading FSA 



Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST)

● Students take English courses 9th & 10th grade at YHS to 
prepare for the graduation requirement FAST ELA test 

● Students who scored a level 1 or 2 on middle school FAST 
ELA testing, may be enrolled in Intensive Reading course 
for extra help

● Students must attempt the exam at least 1 time
● If students do not pass, they will retake it until they 

pass 



Course selection process and deadlines 
● Students are placed in core courses based on academic achievement in their 

current core placements, test scores and teacher recommendations
● Students request electives during Spring of the current school year (on a 

course request hand out) before course request deadline
● Course selection is due ________ for the 25-26 school year
● Students can request course changes for core classes during the first week 

of each semester through our course request form



EXAMPLE



Advanced placement courses 
● Advanced placement (AP) courses offer students the 

opportunity to take more rigorous courses and potentially 
earn college credits. 

● Students must pass the AP exam at the end of the course 
to earn college credits 

● AP courses we offer include AP US History, AP 
English/Composition, AP Psychology, and AP Computer 
Science (not all are offered to 9th grade students)



Dual enrollment and early admissions 
● Dual enrollment courses are 

offered in partnership with 
FSCJ 

● Courses offered at YHS and FSCJ
● Must have a 3.0 unweighted GPA 

and qualifying test scores on 
the SAT, ACT, or Accuplacer 

● Must take SLS 1103:Strategies 
for Success in College before 
taking additional DE courses

● Early Admissions = full course 
schedule at FSCJ (only 
available to seniors with 3.5 
weighted GPA and qualifying 
test scores)



Things to Consider
Weighted Credit

High School Courses designated 
Honors, Dual Enrollment, or AP are 
weighted for high school GPA.

Example A 4.0 = 5.0

        B 3.0 = 4.0

Colleges DO NOT weight these 
courses the same when determining 
acceptances. 

Honors credit courses are only 
weighted .5 credit for college GPA

Example A 4.0 = 4.5

        B 3.0 = 3.5



Freshman timeline 
➢ Familiarize yourself with 

graduation requirements
➢ Explore extracurricular 

activities and community 
service opportunities

➢ Maintain excellent grades
➢ Engage in academic and 

career planning
➢ Prepare for high school 

testing (FAST, EOC)
➢ Knowing and utilizing 

your counseling services



Bright futures scholarship 



College and career ready initiatives at yhs 
● College Visits on Campus
● College Conversations 
● Career Conversations 
● Scholarship Information
● Financial Aid Resourcing
● College & Career Advising
● College Application 

Assistance
● Partnerships with local 

businesses and companies 



Career and technical education Programs
● Culinary Arts
● Aerospace Technologies (Drones)
● HVAC/Electricity
● VyStar
● Nursing
● EMT
● Cybersecurity

Students visited the CTE Showcase at YHS on February 6th to 
help with elective choice options



Why should you Visit your school counselor? 

We’re here to help you:    

1. Prepare to graduate from high school 
2. Select the appropriate coursework that matches your future 

goals 
3. Assist with preparing you for life after high school, 

including college, military, trade school, and workforce 
4. Learn effective study habits and time management skills 
5. Receive help with personal and social issues 



Freshmen Swarm
Date TBA

Announcement will come on Freshmen Remind, Yulee High School 
and Yulee High School Counseling Facebook Pages. 

(see last slide for how to join REMIND)



Contact
Yulee High School Phone #: (904) 225-8641

Name Phone Extension Email

Ms. Hicken 
Class of 2029 School 
Counselor

Ext. 5673 hickenca@nassau.k12.fl.us

Mrs. Brosius
Guidance Registrar

Ext. 5614 brosiushe@nassau.k12.fl.us



Keeping up with the counselors 

Text @yhsclass29 to 81010
       

Yulee High School Counseling 

@yhsschoolcounseling


